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Time for reflection
January thoughts bridge the past and future

I

find early morning hours are the best for thinking. Often, if I’m dealing
with a difficult writing project, I will roll out of bed and immediately
put pen to paper. It helps me to push through the obstacles and focus on
what’s important. The calm and solitude of the house before daylight clarifies my mind before I begin to remember all the things on my to-do list and
the many interruptions that keep me from accomplishing all that I would
like.
January reminds me of those quiet mornings. It seems particularly appropriate for reflection. We’re shedding the worries and accomplishments of
the old year and still have high hopes for the new one to come. Studies have
Glen Liford
shown 60 to 75 percent of us make New Year's resolutions, but only roughly
Editor
8 percent stick with them for more than 30 days. It’s not a very encouraging
statistic.
I’ve never been too much for making New Year’s resolutions. When I have, I usually didn’t last
even 30 days. All too often, folks fool themselves into believing this will be the year they will do
things differently — rid themselves of a bad habit or take up some self-improvement hack that
will magically change them for the better. I may be a bit too cynical, but after a certain age, I’ve
just accepted I am who I am. I’m just not going to lose those extra pounds and still eat like I like.
It doesn’t hurt, however, to try to improve and reinforce positive practices. It seems that losing
weight and exercising more are the most common resolutions. And experts say choosing specific
resolutions make achieving significant change more likely.
I think simplicity helps, too. I hope to try to be more grateful for my blessings and appreciate
friends and family more every day this coming year. It helps to be realistic as well. I realize that
perfection is not possible. We need to accept that and realize it often takes a bit of flexibility to be
happy.
Just like that to-do list I mentioned, every item won’t be checked off, often due to circumstances beyond your control, but you may still enjoy some progress. Focus on the areas you can
improve, recognize there are many things you can’t control, and try to discern the difference.

www.youtube.com/TnFarmersCooperative
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Cold winter mornings offer a good time to reflect on our blessings and the beauty of God’s creation.
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AG NEWS

GreenPoint Ag President and Chief Executive Officer Jeff Blair provided an informational update about crop input pricing, supply and demand, and the importance of cooperation
in 2022 to Co-op managers Nov. 29 at Tennessee Farmers Cooperative’s annual meeting in Nashville.

Cooperation is key
GreenPoint Ag leaders emphasize transparency and communication
as farmers look forward to 2022
Story and photos by Claire Hill

F

armers should feel confident of crop
input supplies for spring even as the
global pandemic continues to disrupt
the supply chain.
That’s what three GreenPoint Ag experts
declared throughout the GreenPoint Ag
breakaway session at Tennessee Farmers Cooperative’s annual meeting on Nov. 29 at the
Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention
Center in Nashville. GreenPoint Ag, which is
one of Tennessee Farmers Cooperative’s joint
venture companies, is an agricultural input
supplier serving farmers and rural communities in the Southeastern United States.
Addressing key Co-op leadership, GreenPoint Ag experts including Jeff Blair, president
and chief executive officer, Mackie Sides,
director of crop production products, and
Chris Carter, director of crop nutrients, shared
a common outlook for agronomy in 2022 —
communication and cooperation are key.

“The disruption of the supply chain has
affected us all, unfortunately,” said Sides.
“Simple things such as not having the ink
for label printing, not having access to
plastic half-gallon jugs for the product, and
transportation delays have impacted our
business.”
Sides also shared how the cost of shipping and port delays across the seaboards
in the United States have delayed product
delivery from the ports to the American
farmers.
“Manufacturing facilities in China are
being closed for periods due to energy limits
with the country’s Blue Skies Initiative to
curb pollution leading up to the 2022 Winter
Olympics in Beijing,” said Sides. “Some 70 to
75 percent of the active ingredients for crop
protection chemicals come from China, and
that will ultimately impact our farmers.”
The Blue Skies Initiative aims to reduce
emissions and cut back on heavy smog in
northern China, especially as the games will

draw global attention to the country. The
United States is an importing country with
most crop input supplies coming from countries such as China and Russia, and thanks
to GreenPoint Ag, Tennessee farmers are
purchasing supplies at a global stage.
As farmers plan, GreenPoint Ag experts
shared the message to not cancel fertilizer
orders and act like business as usual to allow

®

(See GreenPoint Ag, page 6)
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LEFT: GreenPoint Ag Director of Crop Nutrients Chris Carter provides a market update to Co-op managers regarding 2022 pricing projections at the GreenPoint Ag session during
TFC’s annual meeting in November. RIGHT: GreenPoint Ag Director of Crop Production Products Mackie Sides stresses the importance of communication and cooperation as the
supply chain continues to be disrupted post pandemic.

Greenpoint Ag
(continued from page 5)

every farmer the opportunity for the product
as it’s important not to overstock.
“Farmers need to over-communicate with
their Co-op agronomy teams as we move
forward into planning for the 2022 spring
planting season,” said Blair. “Communication
is key as we work to better serve you.”
Concern for community and cooperation
among cooperatives are among the seven
cooperative principles that govern the local
Co-ops across the state.
“The cooperative principles are extremely
important regarding the agronomy industry
in 2022,” said Blair. “If you have a supply
that you don’t need, it’s okay to say ‘I’ve got
extra product’ in case other Co-ops or farmers
could benefit from it. Also, let your local Coop agronomy team know if you are hurting for
supplies so they can assist. It’s always important for us to work together, but in this current
climate, it’s even more so. We are always
here for the farmers, but we all have to work
together to ensure everyone is taken care of in
this post-pandemic climate.”
GreenPoint Ag experts shared that last year
was a good year and their team members are
already lining up the March supply.
6 January 2022

Blair re-emphasized the importance
“The production issues that we felt after
Hurricane Ida are still affecting us today with of local Co-op staff keeping their farmer
members updated on changes in the soil
the loss of urea product,” said Carter. “The
nutrients market. The more information
energy crisis in Europe, China’s factory cloGreenPoint Ag has on the forefront, the
sures due to emissions, and logistical issues
better aligned they are to have the supply
all affect the current market climate. China
needed for the farmers.
and Russia have even had limitations or quoContact your local Co-op for more infortas and that also drives the market up.”
mation or to purchase crop inputs for 2022
Timing is everything, and fertilizer prices
spring planting.
are at all-time highs due to strong demand
and the high cost of
raw materials.
“The rising cost
of natural gas has
affected pricing, as
the gas is used to
make a lot of the
fertilizers, especially in Europe
and the United
Kingdom,” Carter said. “Prices
for crops such as
soybeans and corn
are also high right
now, and farmers are eager to
take advantage of
the prices, hence
increasing demand
for fertilizer to be Co-op leaders across the state attend the GreenPoint Ag breakaway session to learn about
the agronomy market for 2022 during TFC’s annual meeting in November.
used in 2022.”
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YOUTH

Tennessee Tech University hosted the 51st annual Tennessee Junior Sheep Expo, a three-day event for 4-H and FFA members from 4th to 12th grade. The event consisted of
divisional shows for registered ewes, commercial ewes, and market lambs, as well as a Sheep Skillathon and Sales Talk Contest.

Big dreams in the show ring
Exhibitors at the 2021 Tennessee Junior Sheep Expo demonstrated
outstanding showmanship and skill
Story and photos by Cara Moore

P

eople rarely succeed unless they have
fun in what they are doing.” — Dale
Carnegie.
At the 2021 Tennessee Junior Sheep Expo,
spirits were high and competition keen as 4-H
and FFA members gathered from across the
state to exhibit the results of long hours of
diligent training and preparation.
Achievements in the show ring were
evident as exhibitors racked up numerous
personal accomplishments. Because of
8 January 2022

the cancellation of many livestock shows
last year due to COVID, youth were eager
to get back into the show ring to improve
their skills.
The 51st annual expo was pushed back
from its regularly scheduled date in July, but
as the saying goes, “Better late than never.”
Held at Tennessee Tech University on Oct. 21
– 23 at the Hyder-Burks Agriculture Pavilion,
over 15 breeds of sheep were represented by
more than 150 exhibitors.
Tennessee Farmers Cooperative was proud
to sponsor the donation of expo tags to each

of the participants in support of the Tennessee 4-H and FFA Foundations for the further
development of youth leadership and agricultural programs.
Baylee Brown, whose family has been feeding Co-op Sheep Feed from Anderson County
Co-op for many years, was excited to win the
Explorer Breeding Ewe Showmanship division
and bring home a championship belt buckle.
“Last year, which was my first year in
4-H, we didn’t have many shows because
of COVID, so I was so excited to be able to
show at the Tennessee Junior Sheep Expo

this year,” says Baylee. “Raising and showing sheep is so much fun because it teaches
important life skills, and I get to meet new
people and make new friends from all over!”
The 2021 Tennessee Junior Sheep Expo
winning entries were as follows:
Breeding Ewe Showmanship
Senior II: Brock Trew, Polk, champion;
John Neely, Rutherford, reserve; Senior I:
Anna Powell, Wilson, champion; Charlie
Majors, Sevier, reserve; Junior High: Sarah
Powell, Wilson, champion; Addyson Trew,
Polk, reserve; Junior: Marshall Hull, Trousdale, champion; Grace Spooner, Rutherford,
reserve; Explorer: Baylee Brown, Anderson,
champion; Callie Carty, Washington, reserve.
Commercial Ewe/Market
Lamb Showmanship
Senior II: Parker Saum, McNairy, champion; Eli Mundy, Claiborne, reserve; Senior
I: Carson Green, Macon, champion; Aiden
Hester, Sumner, reserve; Junior High: Brooke
Young, Rutherford, champion; Brody Lowe,
Cumberland, reserve; Junior: Marshall Hull,
Trousdale, champion; Solomon Chandler,
Anderson, reserve; Explorer: Wyatt Erwin,
Wilson, champion; Mark Johnson, Campbell,
reserve.
Registered Ewe Show
Overall Breeding Ewe – John Buryl Neely,
Rutherford, grand champion; Marshall Hull,
Trousdale, reserve champion; Sarah Powell,
Wilson, grand champion bred by exhibitor;
Brock Trew, Polk, reserve champion bred by
exhibitor.
Dorper – John Buryl Neely, Rutherford,
champion registered ewe; Grace Spooner,
Rutherford, reserve registered ewe; Taylor
Binkley, Cheatham, champion and reserve
bred by exhibitor.
White Dorper – John Buryl Neely, Rutherford, champion registered ewe; Abigayle
Houser, Bledsoe, reserve registered ewe,
champion and reserve bred by exhibitor.
Dorset – Brooke Young, Rutherford, champion and reserve registered ewe; Blake Cope,
Hawkins, champion bred by exhibitor; Caden
McKnight, Monroe, reserve bred by exhibitor.
Dorset Advantage – Marshall Hull, Trousdale, champion registered ewe; Macy Templeton, Rutherford, reserve registered ewe;
Jayden Hesson, Macon, champion bred by
exhibitor; Ella Thomas, Anderson, reserve
bred by exhibitor.
Hampshire – Mary Carter Shirley, Putnam,
champion registered ewe; Caleb Limpert,
Rutherford, reserve registered ewe; Grace
Powell, Wilson, champion bred by exhibitor;

Levi Johnson (front) and brother Mark from Campbell County complete the Skillathon portion of the expo before
going into the show ring. This event evaluates exhibitors’ knowledge of topics such as feed, breed and meat
identification, health and production practices, and more.

Justin Lett, Loudon, reserve bred by exhibitor;
Bristol Brown, Anderson, supreme flock.
Katahdin – Baylee Brown, Anderson,
champion and reserve registered ewe, champion and reserve bred by exhibitor, supreme
flock.
Oxford – Emma Meadows, Greene, champion and reserve registered ewe, champion
and reserve bred by exhibitor.
Polypay – Jessica Whicker, Wilson, champion registered ewe and champion bred by
exhibitor; Dinah Lockard, Wilson, reserve
registered ewe and reserve bred by exhibitor.
Shropshire – Charlie Majors, Sevier, champion and reserve registered ewe, champion
and reserve bred by exhibitor.
Southdown – Brock Trew, Polk, champion
and reserve registered ewe, champion and
reserve bred by exhibitor, supreme flock.
Suffolk – Courtney Dickens, Smith, champion and reserve registered ewe, champion
and reserve bred by exhibitor.
AOB Meat – Sarah Powell, Wilson, champion and reserve registered ewe, champion
bred by exhibitor, supreme flock.

AOB Hair– Sydnie True, Tipton, champion
and reserve registered ewe, champion bred by
exhibitor.
AOB Wool – Bauer Birch, Rutherford,
champion and reserve registered ewe, champion bred by exhibitor.
Commercial Ewe Show
Overall Commercial Ewe – Marshall Hull,
Trousdale, grand champion commercial ewe;
Parker Saum, McNairy, reserve champion
commercial ewe.
Overall Farm Bred Commercial Ewe –
Parker Saum, McNairy, grand champion farm
bred and reserve champion farm bred.
White Face Cross Lamb – Chloe Brasher,
Gibson, champion commercial ewe; Parker
Saum, McNairy, reserve commercial ewe;
KeyLe Rhea, Warren, champion farm bred;
Mallory Cope, Hawkins, reserve farm bred.
White Face Cross Yearling – Addyson Trew,
Polk, champion commercial ewe; Chloe
Brasher, Gibson, reserve commercial ewe.
(See Expo, page 10)
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LEFT: The Grand Champion Market Lamb was shown by Marshall Hull of Trousdale County. Marshall has shown sheep for six years and is the fourth generation in the Hull family
to raise and competitively show sheep. With Marshall, foreground, are members of his family and Judge Terry Burkes, holding the banner. RIGHT: Parker Saum from McNairy
County, also pictured with Judge Burkes, took home the Reserve Grand Champion Market Lamb title. Judge Terry Burkes was eager to hold the banner and to show his support of
the exhibitors’ hard work after a long day of competition.

Expo
(continued from page 9)

Black Face Cross Lamb – Marshall
Hull, Trousdale, champion commercial
ewe; Parker Saum, McNairy, reserve
commercial ewe, champion and reserve
farm bred.
Black Face Cross Yearling – Braxton Taylor,
Sumner, champion commercial ewe; Regan
Black, Wilson, reserve commercial ewe;
Jayden Gossett, Williamson, champion farm
bred; Maggie Malone, Sullivan, reserve farm
bred.
Hair Cross Lamb – Grace Spooner, Rutherford, champion commercial ewe; Sarah
Lawrence, Bledsoe, reserve commercial ewe;
Abigayle Houser, Bledsoe, champion farm
bred; Macy Gourley, Monroe, reserve farm
bred.
Hair Cross Yearling – Abigayle Houser,
Bledsoe, champion commercial ewe and
champion farm bred; Riley Mozingo, Anderson, reserve commercial ewe and reserve farm
bred.
Market Lamb Show
Overall Market Lambs – Marshall Hull,
Trousdale, grand champion, 4th overall, 5th
overall; Parker Saum, McNairy, reserve grand
champion, 3rd overall.
Overall Tennessee-Bred Market Lambs –
Parker Saum, McNairy, grand champion Tennessee-bred; Eli Mundy, Claiborne, reserve
champion Tennessee-bred; Kendall Hamilton,
Clay, 3rd overall; Weston Thames, Williamson, 4th overall; Mallory Cope, Hawkins, 5th
overall.
10 January 2022

Hampshire – Parker Saum, McNairy, champion market lamb; Marshall Hull, Trousdale,
reserve market lamb; Eli Mundy, Claiborne,
champion Tennessee-bred; Kendall Hamilton,
Clay, reserve Tennessee-bred.
Natural Color – Marshall Hull, Trousdale,
champion market lamb; Carson Green, Hawkins, reserve market lamb; Kendall Hamilton,
Clay, champion Tennessee-bred; Luke Lay,
Monroe, reserve Tennessee-bred.
AOB Meat – Solomon Chandler, Anderson,
champion market lamb; Luke Lay, Monroe,
reserve market lamb; Mallory Cope, Hawkins,

champion Tennessee-bred; Turner Harville,
Smith, reserve Tennessee-bred.
Crossbred Black Face – Marshall Hull,
Trousdale, champion market lamb; Parker Saum, McNairy, reserve market lamb
and champion Tennessee-bred; Weston
Thames, Williamson, reserve Tennessee-bred.
Crossbred White Face – Lilly Braden, Lawrence, champion market lamb and champion
Tennessee-bred; Kimber Cook, Bedford,
reserve market lamb and reserve Tennessee-bred.

Grooming is the first step to a successful show ring performance, and many exhibitors arrive early in the morning to
begin the process. Baylee Brown from Anderson County uses a blower to knock off any soap suds and loose wool
before blanketing her sheep until the show starts.
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-------------- Priority Co-op Products

FOR YOU

1. Farm Innovators
Model HRB-20 Heated
Water Bottle
The Farm Innovators Model HRB-20 Heated Water Bottle (#711759) is an easy-touse product designed for rabbits, guinea
pigs, birds, and small rodents. This thermostatically-controlled unit will keep the
water from freezing during cold weather
and is designed to operate only when necessary. It is easily refilled from the top and
includes a brass drinking valve. The bottle
uses only 20 watts of power to keep the
water ice-free. It holds 32 ounces of water
and attaches easily to the outside of the
cage or hutch with included clips.
This heated pet mat is designed to automatically maintain your pet's
optimal body temperature during the fall and winter seasons. Constructed of durable and weather-resistant ABS plastic, the rigid design
is perfect for use in a dog house, garage, or kennel. It has a built-in
thermostat to automatically heat to between 100 to 105° F, which is
the same as your pet’s body temperature. The LED light will indicate
the unit is on and heating, and it will heat whether an animal is on it or
not. The heavy-duty 'anti-chew' cord protector deters your pet from
chewing. Available in a medium 17"x24" (#101400) or a large 24"x29"
(#101401) size.

2. Farm Innovators Heated Pet Mat

3. Henry County
Hardwoods Premium Grade
Hardwood Pellet Fuel
Henry County Hardwoods Premium Grade Hardwood Pellet Fuel (#189470) is made from hardwood flooring and molding to produce the finest
fuel pellet raw material. Henry County Hardwoods’ residuals mean a minimal ash, premium
grade, 100 percent hardwood fuel for your stove.

4. 1:16 John Deere Big Farm
7330 Tractor
1:16 John Deere Big Farm 7330 Tractor
(#46096rce) has lights, sounds, an opening hood,
removable front weights, and a three-point hitch.
Rear cab window opens to give access to the
interior's steering wheel, and cab is removable to
provide access to the battery door. This tractor is
compatible with other 1:16 implements. Requires
3 AAA batteries, which are included.
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-------------- NEIGHBORLY ADVICE

EXPERTISE

By Royce Towns, ProTrition Nutritionist

Prepare now for spring calving

W

Winter supplements help get cows in top condition
and lead to healthier calves

ith winter in full swing and beef
cattle prices at record levels, now
is the time to make sure your
feeding program has your herd prepared for
the upcoming calving season. Intelligent decisions now can have a significant impact on the
health of newborn calves, the amount of milk
produced by their mother, and how soon the
cow breeds back after calving.
Cow-calf operations in the Southeast are
based on forages, and at this time of year,
producers generally rely on harvested hay
for the majority of the herd’s diet. This hay
must be of adequate quantity and quality
to meet the nutrient requirements of brood
cows at various stages of production. For
spring-calving herds, winter feeding coincides with the last third of gestation and
early lactation. Cows at these stages of
production require a considerably higher
level of nutrition than do dry cows in early
gestation. If these nutrient needs are not
met, cows tend to calve in poor body condition, give birth to smaller, weaker calves,
and take longer to breed back than those
that calve in good condition.
While beef cattle are uniquely designed to
process large quantities of roughage, there is
a limit to what they can accomplish. Forage
that is overmature at cutting — combined with
poor harvest and storage conditions — can
result in a winter hay supply that provides less
than desirable amounts of protein and energy.
Such deficiencies also decrease the digestibility
of the forage, limiting the amount of hay a cow
can eat. Since both consumption and nutrient
content of such forages are low, supplementation may be necessary to meet the cow’s nutrient requirements. The challenge then becomes
knowing which supplement to use and how to
use it.
The first step in the decision-making
process is determining the nutritive value
of the hay supply. Forage testing is available
from various sources and can serve as a
basis for making logical decisions concerning supplementation. A basic forage analysis
will offer information about the protein and
energy levels present and allow the pro-

ducer to rank hay from various fields and
cuttings according to their relative feeding
value. The highest quality hays can then
be reserved for lactating cows, heifers, and
thin cows.
Experience tells us that in most cases,
energy will likely be the most deficient nutrient
and can be more effectively provided by pellets
or cubes formulated specifically as forage
supplements. Such products are designed to
be high in energy yet low in starch so that they
enhance rather than impair forage digestion.
Feeding rates will be determined by the quality
of hay being fed, and the supplement should
be hand-fed daily to reduce variations in the
rumen environment.
Should labor and time constraints make
daily hand-feeding impractical, self-fed tubs
and liquid feeds are options. Though not

intended to directly supply energy to the animal, they do stimulate rumen microbes so
that more pounds of forage can be digested,
increasing nutrient intake. Keep in mind
that due to their relatively low consumption
rates, tubs and liquid feeds are generally
not designed to compensate for large nutrient deficiencies.
With winter feeding costs typically making up a sizeable portion of the annual cost
of maintaining a beef cow, cattlemen should
always be looking to implement nutritional
programs that provide the greatest return on
their investment. Correcting nutrient deficiencies by appropriate supplementation can
significantly impact an operation’s bottom line.
Visit with the beef cattle experts at your Co-op
to design a winter-feeding program that meets
your specific needs.
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FEATURE

Motivational speaker, barrel racer, and breakaway roper Amberley Snyder speaks at the equine educational event held at the Williamson Ag EXPO in November. Snyder was in a
life-changing car accident in 2010 paralyzing her from the waist down, but that didn’t stop her from continuing to chase her dreams.

Back in the saddle
United Farm & Home Co-op sponsors event featuring
barrel racer and breakaway roper Amberley Snyder

Story and photos by Claire Hill

A

mberley Snyder had three goals while
recovering from a paralyzing car accident in 2010 – walk, ride, and rodeo.
At 18-years-old, Snyder had a bright
future ahead of her. She was the 2009-10
Utah State FFA President, a winner of the
2009 All-Around Cowgirl World Championship in the National Little Britches Rodeo
Association, and a high school graduate
with a 4.0 grade point average. She couldn’t
imagine life being any better, but that was
about to change.
On January 10, 2010, Snyder was on her
way to work at the Denver Stock Show and
Rodeo in Denver, Colorado, when she looked
down to check her map and lost control of her
car at 75 mph. She wasn’t wearing her seatbelt
— a mistake doctors say cost her the use of
her legs — and her truck rolled multiple times
before coming to a shuddering halt on the
opposite side of the road.
After emergency surgery and 10 days at
a hospital in Wyoming, Snyder was able to
16 January 2022

return home to Utah to begin physical therapy. Though she had a long road of recovery
ahead, she didn’t give up and even managed
to defy the odds. She was back in the saddle
four months after her accident.
Although doctors say Snyder will not regain
use of her legs or feeling below the waist, she
continues to make a name for herself as a
professional barrel racer and breakaway roper,
as well as a motivational speaker.
On Tuesday, Nov. 9, Snyder spoke at
a fundraising event sponsored by United
Farm & Home Co-op, ProTrition (one of
Tennessee Farmers Cooperative’s joint venture companies), and the Tennessee Equine
Hospital at the Williamson County Ag
EXPO. Proceeds from the event benefited
Saddle Up! and the Williamson County 4-H
program.
“I’ve learned that our lives are full of little
moments, encounters, experiences, and
accomplishments,” said Snyder. “Please don’t
take yours for granted because you never know
when those little moments are going to become
some of the biggest parts of your story.”

Snyder shared her experiences in detail,
showcasing the triumphs but also the hardships that essentially helped her reach her
goals of riding and rodeoing again.
“I wish I could tell you that getting
back on my horse was the greatest day of
my life,” she said. “Honestly, that day was
harder for me than the day they told me
that I’d never walk again because, at that
moment, I realized every part of my life
was different.”
Snyder started a video series on social
media entitled “Wheelchair Wednesdays,”
covering learning — or relearning — how to
do tasks in her wheelchair. She learned how
to use the side of her horse trailer to pull
herself up to sit on her horses. She found that
with modifications to her saddle, she could
continue riding.
“Don’t be afraid to ask for help,” said Snyder.
“Always be willing to offer assistance and
allow others to help you. It’s a privilege helping
others. I never wanted to ask for help, but
sometimes we just need it, and there’s nothing
wrong with that.”

Williamson

LEFT: College student Hope Drake left her classes early at Mississippi State University to meet Amberley Snyder at the equine education fundraising event sponsored by
United Farm & Home Co-op. Drake’s family are long-time members of Tennessee Valley Farmers Co-op and live in Giles County. RIGHT: United Farm & Home Co-op employees
Alan Jackson, Calli Bain, Emma Grizzard, Kristina Garrett, and Brian Ladd were available to provide expertise to attendees at the equine education fundraising event featuring
Amberley Snyder held at the Williamson County Ag EXPO Park on November 9.

Snyder, who has been riding since she
was 3 and owns multiple quarter horses,
has one horse that knew her before her
accident – ATP Power.
“ATP Power really did give me my
freedom back in the arena and was honestly able to get me back on track to be
the person I wanted to be,” says Snyder.
“He’s the horse that made us famous
enough that Netflix made a movie – Walk.
Ride. Rodeo. – about our story that came
out in 2019. Power and I also have gueststarred on Paramount Network’s hit
television show Yellowstone in Season 3,
Episode 10.”
Snyder encouraged the audience to ask
questions at the end of her presentation,
but before she opened the floor to the audience, she shared one more story about how
she once spoke at an elementary school
and asked the audience if they had any
questions. A little boy had raised his hand
and asked, “If you could go back that day
and change anything, would you?”
That was a question she had not considered
before. But before she responded, she said she
thought about the good things. She thought
about the places she had been, the people
she’d met, and the opportunities given because
of the wheelchair.
The answer was no. She wouldn’t change
anything.
“I believe that everything happens for a reason,” Snyder added. “There’s a higher purpose
for me being in this wheelchair, and I’m willing
to follow that path.”
For more information about Amberley Snyder, visit her website at http://www.amberleysnyder.org.

The equine education fundraising event supported Saddle Up! and Williamson County 4-H. The event raised
$8,614— with each organization receiving $4,307. LEFT: ProTrition Sales Specialist Lauren Wells presents
University of Tennessee Project Agent Christy Beattie with a check for $4,307 to support Williamson County 4-H.
RIGHT: Wells presents Saddle Up! Executive Director Audrey Kidd with a check for $4,307.

Co-op event raised $8,614
United Farm & Home Co-op officials
were pleased with the turnout for the fundraiser, which raised $8,614 to split between
Saddle Up! and Williamson County 4-H.
Each organization will use the funds to continue horse education programming.
“We are proud to support 4-H and
Saddle Up! through this event,” said
United Farm and Home Co-op CEO
Randy Stubblefield. “Both organizations provide invaluable resources
and programming for the youth in our
communities, and Co-op is proud to be
involved.”
Williamson County 4-H Project Agent
Christie Beattie was also on-hand to represent her organization at the event.
“We are so grateful for the opportunity
to be here tonight and receive this wonderful support for 4-H,” said Beattie. “This
donation will benefit our 4-H’ers for months
to come.”
Saddle Up! provides youth with disabilities the opportunity to grow and develop

through therapeutic, educational, and recreational activities with horses. The organization provided a demonstration before the
event showcasing their programming.
“This donation means so much to us,
and kids will
be able to ride
because of it,”
says Saddle
Up! Executive Director
Audrey Kidd.
“We are always looking
for volunteers
and have a
great need for
horses. Please
let us know if you have a horse you’d like to
donate.”
Visit saddleupnashville.org for more
information regarding programs, donations,
etc. To learn more about 4-H in Tennessee,
visit https://4h.tennessee.edu/.
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SPECIAL SECTION

TFC IN
TRANSITION

A

gainst a background of a receding pandemic and historic organizational
change, Tennessee Farmers Cooperative leadership reported financial
results that were the second most successful in the organization’s

history.
With the theme of “Driven to Serve,” management presented results to the
membership at the Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center on Monday,
November 29, as the meeting was held in person for the first time since 2019.
The 2020 meeting was held virtually because of COVID-19.

2021 is second most
successful year in
Co-op’s history

By: Glen Liford
Photos by: Allison Farley,
Claire Hill, and Cara Moore
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____________
CHAIRMAN’S
REPORT

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Board Chairman: Mark Thompson

“A lot has changed with our business
since we were last together,” said TFC Board
Chairman Mark Thompson as he addressed
the membership. “We finalized the transition
of the TFC product departments to our new
joint venture companies this past August when
our feed business joined with Land O’Lakes
Purina to form ProTrition Feeds, the third of
our joint venture companies.”
The other two joint venture companies are
GreenPoint Ag, formed Sept. 1, 2020, and
Faithway Alliance, formed Aug. 1, 2020. These
moves represent the fulfilment of the board’s
strategic plan to pursue key alliances that will
position TFC for future growth and stability.
“I’m optimistic that all these things happened at the right time, in the right way, and
that our Co-op system has a bright future,”
Thompson said.
He outlined how the Co-op had been shaped
by the needs of its farmer members from the
very beginning.
“At the time it was formed in 1945, some 53
percent of the U.S. population was engaged
in agriculture, and there was a huge need for
dependable farm supplies like high analysis
fertilizer, certified seed, and good feeds,” said
Thompson. “The development of Co-op was
driven by the needs of those farmers, and it’s
still that way today.”
In 2021, only 1.3 percent of the U.S. population are farmers and ranchers. There are fewer
and fewer farmers in the Tennessee Co-op
system trade area, too.
Costs have continued to rise to serve those
farmers, and the need for greater efficiency
and expanded markets led the leadership to
seek out strategic alliances for the business, he
explained.
“These JVs represent the future of our
business,” said Thompson. “Before the JVs,
we were locked in by the borders of the state,
except for a few exceptions where some of the
members have retail stores across the border in
adjacent states. Now our trade areas are spread
out across the Southeast and into the Midwest
because of these alliances. We own a good
portion of that business, and it’s helping spread
our costs over a greater market area.”
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TFC Chief Financial Officer Kirk Fischer reported consolidated
gross sales for 2021 were $228 million, a decrease of $402 million
from 2020. Gross margins amounted to $20.2 million, a decrease
of $43 million. Net margins before income tax amounted to $35.1
million. Net margin after taxes was ended at $33 million.
The sales decrease and decline in operating expenses reflected
the transition of sales from former TFC product departments to
the GreenPoint Ag and Faithway Alliance joint ventures.

THE DETAILS IN NUMBERS...
• Operating expense amounted to $32.6 million, a decrease of $14.8 million.
• Other income amounted to $47.5 million, an increase of $27.8 million.
This item contains the TFC portion of income earned by way of
investments in GreenPoint Ag and Faithway Alliance. Income from CFS
and other administrative services are also included in that figure.
• TFC sold 268,000 tons of feed, an increase of 5 percent over the previous
year, and a high for manufacturing volume over the last five years.
• Fuel sales were up slightly at 37.5 million gallons. This remains consistent
with the past five years. Diesel fuel makes up roughly 70 percent of
these sales.
• CFS net income was $8.9 million.
• Over the past 10 years, $173.5 million in cash has been returned to
members, $4.6 million in member programs, $130.8 million in cash
patronage, and $38.1 million in redeemed allocated reserves.

Co-op makes record
donation to
FFA & 4-H

F

FA and 4-H were recipients of a record-breaking donation at Tennessee Farmers Cooperative’s Annual Meeting on Monday, November 29. A total of $86,000 was raised for the two
groups through the Co-op Auction Barn, an event held virtually from Monday, November
15, through Sunday, November 28. The auction was supplemented by a live auction at the Sunday afternoon session of TFC’s annual meeting where premium items, including a vintage reproduction Co-op sign, a one-of-a-kind commemorative Case knife, and a drone, were auctioned.
The $86,000 tally nearly doubled last year’s total of $44,090.
“The Co-op Auction Barn has become a highlight of TFC’s annual meeting,” says Jimmy
Ogilvie, TFC event and sales support manager. “There are always some unique and appealing
items that make for competitive bidding. And we’re pleased to be able to provide additional support for these youth development groups.”
In addition to the money raised in the auction, TFC also presented a check for $43,310 to the
state’s 4-H and FFA programs from the sales of Co-op’s 2021 commemorative 4-H-FFA knife.
Since its inception in 2001, the program has raised more than $500,000 for the two groups.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
SUNDAY KICKOFF
The two-day meeting kicked off with an informal gathering on Sunday,
November 28. The traditional showcase event featured displays from each
of the joint venture companies, along with the opportunity to learn about
CFS and hear from Co-op and industry leaders like Tennessee
Commissioner of Agriculture Charles Hatcher, D.V.M., Tennessee Farm
Bureau president Jeff Aiken, and University of Tennessee Dean of
Extension Dr. Ashley Stokes.

DIRECTOR ELECTIONS

____________
HUFF’S
MESSAGE
CEO: Shannon Huff

CEO Shannon Huff shared a re-imagined
mission and vision based on the organization’s
traditional values and reinforced the Co-op
system’s unified passion to continue to strive
for the success of its member owners and the
member Co-ops.
“As I think about the evolution of our farmers, our member Co-ops, and of TFC, I wonder
if the decision makers over 75 years ago would
agree with the decisions that have been made
over the years, especially those we have made
most recently,” said Huff. “Conversely, I wonder if our current decision makers would agree
with the decisions and risks taken as the Co-op
was formed and of the many milestones since
then.
“I’m not sure about that, but I am confident
about how both groups felt and still feel about
service!”
He shared the new mission, vision, and values, along with the brand promise, “Driven to
Serve,” that will guide TFC as it transitions to
a wholesale supplier of fuel and ag equipment
services and provides its customers and member Co-ops with key business services such as
distribution, marketing, training, education,
accounting, human resources, environmental/
health/safety, risk management, and other
needed services.
While acknowledging 2022 may be challenging for several reasons, including higher
crop nutrient prices, Huff said he expects
those risks to be accompanied by opportunities.
“We are in a stronger position than ever
to take advantage of those opportunities due
to the scale and relevance achieved through
GreenPoint Ag,” he said.

HUEY
RHEA
THOMPSON

In the business session, two new directors were elected to the board and
one existing director was re-elected for three-year terms. David Rhea of
Manchester was elected by the membership to represent Zone 2,
replacing Donald Jernigan of Christiana, and Robert Thompson of Niota
was elected to represent Zone 3, replacing David Sarten of Sevierville.
Amos Huey of Kenton, representing Zone 1, was re-elected to the board.

FORMER AIR FORCE 1 PILOT
Retired Col. Mark Tillman, one of only 12 presidential pilots, was the keynote speaker for the annual meeting. He shared his harrowing experience
at the helm of Air Force One on September 11, 2001, as he worked to keep
former President George Bush out of harm’s way during the uncertain
aftermath of the devastating attacks. He later flew the President into
the warzone in Iraq for a Christmas visit with the troops. His insight and
captivating stories kept the crowd on the edge of their seats.

FARMER REPORTS
OPERATING RESULTS
Chief Operating Officer Phillip Farmer shared how the organizational changes were promoting priority adjustments to support departments like Marketing and Communications,
Retail Development, and Training.
Marketing Communications, for example, has been working closely with several member Co-ops to provide additional marketing support through enhanced websites, social and
programmatic advertising, and sales activation efforts like sales flyers. The department is
also pursuing additional business outside the system to further reduce administrative costs.
Roughly $750,000 of outside business has helped to reduce the department’s expenses.
Retail Development continues to provide high-quality merchandising support and is
working with multiple store resets throughout the trade area.
The Training Department is revamping its recruiting activities to help address the need
for labor at the member Co-op level. In addition to traditional recruitment at colleges and
universities, the department is expanding its reach to technical schools, while continuing
development efforts like the cooperative training and scholarship programs.
“The Cooperative College is a brand new area for us that we’re pretty excited about,”
said Farmer. “Our mission statement for the Cooperative College is to provide compelling
learning experiences that enrich the lives and support the sustained success for customer
audiences we serve.”
Personal development and customer service training is a large
component of that effort to help employees do a better job serving the
customer and communicating the strength of the cooperative
business model, he said.
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JOINT VENTURE RESULTS
TFC investments in GreenPoint Ag and Faithway Alliance contributed over $30 million
of income for TFC.
GreenPoint Ag sales were $1.3266 billion dollars with a gross profit of $220.9 million.
Operating expenses were $168.7 million. Pretax income was $58.7 million.
Faithway Alliance sales were $158 million with a cost of goods sold of $138.5 million.
Net income for the first year of operations was $2.6 million.

SALES IN A NUTSHELL

$

158M

$
®

1.32B

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THANK YOU, MR. JERNIGAN
AND MR. SARTEN

N

ot a TFC Annual Meeting goes by
that reference is not made about the
foresight of the founders of Tennessee Farmers Cooperative and the many
directors since that time who have given of
their time and talents to ensure the viability
and strength of the Co-op system.
David Sarten and Donald Jernigan have
now taken their place among those who have
helped to secure Co-op’s future. “Driven to
Serve,” the Co-op brand promise that served
as theme of the 2021 annual meeting, could
very well have been written with these two
men in mind.
Donald Jernigan of Christiana represented Zone 2 on the TFC Board for 13
years from 2006 through 2013 and from
2015 until 2021. He served as chairman in
2013. He has been a member of Rutherford
Farmers Cooperative for 55 years and served
the Co-op as board president. Mr. Jernigan
has a cow-calf operation and preconditions
calves and raises hay on some 700 acres. He
worked in the Rutherford County School
System for more than 32 years as an elementary and junior high teacher and principal
before retiring to farm full time in 1999.
David Sarten of Sevierville served on the
TFC Board from 2012 to 2021, representing
Zone 3. He is a third-generation farmer,
backgrounding steers, maintaining a small
cow/calf operation, and producing hay with
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brothers Eric and Joe on 250 owned and
leased acres. He also runs Covewood Construction, a business he established in 1988
that specializes in custom home-building.
He has been a member of Smoky Mountain
Farmers (formerly Sevier Farmers Cooperative) for 45 years and followed his father,
James, on the Co-op’s board in 2008, serving until 2014.
It is evident from their service that both
Mr. Jernigan and Mr. Sarten hold a deep
and sincere belief in the power of cooperation. Both committed long hours and serious
consideration to the important work they did
as directors, and both consistently displayed
a humble demeanor that belied their wisdom
and experience. Their insight and input on
the decisions they helped make over their
tenure will ensure their legacy of influence
will continue for years to come.
Serving as a board member, whether at
TFC or at the member level, carries with it a
great responsibility. These men and women
often weigh difficult decisions as they strive
to leave the business in better shape than
they found it. It’s the contributions of men
like Mr. Jernigan and Mr. Sarten that make
this system work so well.
Thank you, Mr. Jernigan and Mr. Sarten,
for your service. Our Co-op system is better
because of your efforts and the way you
demonstrated you were “Driven to Serve.”

GOVERNOR LEE
ADDRESSED THE
CO-OP CROWD
One of the highlights of the Business Luncheon on Monday was a surprise visit from
Tennessee Governor Bill Lee, who greeted
the crowd and emphasized the importance of
agriculture.
“I’m well aware of the fact that agriculture
is vital to the economy in this state,” Lee, who
is also a cattle farmer and a member of United
Farm & Home Co-op, said. “We better be
investing in it. We better be thinking about the
next generation of farmers, the next generation
of producers, and the next generation of scientists. And we’re doing so from our office.”
He outlined how efforts like the Tennessee
Agriculture Enhancement Program and the
Agriculture Enterprise Fund are supporting
farmers and ag businesses that provide value to
Tennessee’s rural communities.
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Tennessee Farmers Cooperative congratulates the following member
Co-op boards for completing the Certified Director Program in 2021.
The program requires a minimum level of continuing education related
to the agriculture industry and best business practices. For boards to
receive a Certified Director Board designation, every member must
complete certification qualifications.
Ag1 Farmers Co-op
Gary Bush
Nathan Elder
Herbie Groce
Tony Kennedy
Tony Krantz
Doug Maynard
Scott McDonald
Cory Norrod
David Reid
Kelly Stockton
Bedford Moore
Farmers Co-op
Bill Callaway
Rocky Dacosta
Samuel Davis
Brent Dye
Tim Farrar
Drew Harris
Bryant Morton
Sloan Stewart
Barry Stone
Benton
Farmers Co-op
Jerrod Allen
Tommy Bain
Kevin Berry
Ross Guy
Wayne Jackson
Stacey Tubbs
Elton VanCleave
Carroll
Farmers Co-op
Reed Austin
Brooks Blackketter
Jeremy Fowler
Ricky Long
Philip Moore
Brad Smith
Coffee
Farmers Co-op
Mike Bryan
Chris Davis
James Higgins
David Rhea
AJ Teal
Jamie Weaver
Robert Wiser

Davidson
Farmers Co-op

Steve Baltz
Geary Greer
Jackie McCrary
Don Sorey
Bob Strasser
Fentress
Farmers Co-op
Richard Choate
Cory Collier
Tim Criswell
William Dickson
Lee Little
Chris Smith
Willard Stephens
First Farmers Co-op
Jason Cherry
Larry Paul Harris
Lee Lewis
John Allen Moore
Mark Roach
Gary Shelton
Marty Tolley
Ronald White
Franklin
Farmers Co-op
Erick Clay
William Henley
Jared Hill
Gary Horton
Kurt Johnson
Sam Jones
Kelly Moore
Eddie Vincent
Susan Warf
Hawkins
Farmers Co-op
Roger D. Brooks
M. Dwight Brooks
Chris B. Collier
Bennie Davis
Richie Evans

M. Scott Folden
John E. Hodges
Scott Rutledge
James (Jim) Wells
Henry
Farmers Co-op
Jerry Bomar
Grant Fridy
Tim Hammond
Billy Hendon
Grant Norwood
Leon Rogers
Gary Story
Jamey Tosh
Scott Whitby
Lincoln
Farmers Co-op
Michael Dempsey
Randell George
David Good
Brett Graham
Lucas Hubert
Steve Massey
Arnold Moffett
Johnny Pitcock
Brent Taylor
Macon-Trousdale
Farmers Co-op
Bill Allen
Wayne Anderson
Larry Cato
Chase Eller
James Fisher
Jason Hesson
Spencer Shrum
Tony Swindele
Barney Wooten
Mid-South
Farmers Co-op
Alex Armour
Drew Bailey
Jesse Hall

John W. King
Jared King
Barry Redmon
Hal Swann
Ken Taylor
Montgomery
Farmers Co-op
Danny Askew
Will Barnett
Richard Davis
Adam Edwards
James H. Head
Doug Miller
Johathan E.
Moseley
Obion
Farmers Co-op
Blake Cheatham
Jason Crabtree
Marshall Fennel
Lee Jay Hobbs
Daniel Huey
Tim Partin
Clint Workmane
Perry
Farmers Co-op
Steve Averett
John Carroll
Garry Culp
Mike Hickerson
Daniel Merriman
Mike Smith
Robbie Tucker
Robertson
Cheatham
Farmers Co-op
Ed Anderson
Troy Head
Jonathan King
Dale Palmore
Billy Joe Riley
Jimmy Underwood
Jeff Yatese

Rutherford
Farmers Co-op
Bobby Boyce
Jeff Dismukes
Justin Jones
Dustin Lamb
Allan Pack
Roger Smith
Terry Young

Tipton
Farmers Co-op
Robert Baskin
Billy Harmon
Clay Kelley
David McDaniel
Ray Sneed
Danny Waits
Keith Wilder

Scott Morgan
Farmers Co-op
Steve Armstrong
Teresa Gail Dautel
Ronnie Duncan
Dudley Hurst
Charles Spradlin
Steve Stanley
Robbie L. Terry

United Farm
And Home
Co-op
Tim Barnhill
Claude Callicott
Ken Cecil
Beth Dawson
Will Gold
Mike Henry
Eric Law
John Moser
Lee Rushton
Sam Smith

Sequatchie
Farmers Co-op
Charlie Barker
Gene Barker
Lavon Carlton
Ben Condra
Charlie Housley
Gary Pope
Wayne Reese

Warren
Farmers Co-op
Mike Fults
Robert Hennessee
Ricky Magness
Gary Martin
Smith Farmers Co-op Phillip Pelham
Michael Simpson
Tiff Arnold
George Smartt
Billy Clay
Sebrena Wade
Daniel Gregory
Justin Woodlee
George McDonald
Jimmy Owen
Kyle Owen
Kent Taylor

Weakley
Farmers Co-op
Kenny Caldwell
David Coates
Chris Fowler
Ty McConnell
Scotty Ogg
Steve Tuck
Paul Wilson
Jason Yarbro
White County
Farmers Co-op
Ben Clark
Mark Davis
Mike Lynn
Anthony Moss
Randall Price
Michael Roberts
Nick Sparkman
Wilson
Farmers Co-op
Steve Alsup
Brandon Bass
Isabell Hall
Kevin Harvey
Debbie Joines
Terry Poston
Jack Pratt
Donnie Steed
Chris Thompson

Southeastern
Farmers Co-op
Dale Hale
Charles Hannah
Perry Massengill
Kim L. Millican
Howard Moore
John Moore
Charlie Wattenbarger
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Giving Back To Our Future

UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AT MARTIN

MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY
Allison Brigman
Henderson

Luke
Alexander

Luke Elrod
Rockvale

Woodbury

Rhiannon
Overcast

Maggie Drake
Greenbrier

Jamie
McGaugh
Milan

Mickela
Mooney
Scotts Hill

Kailee Scott
Lebanon

Shelbyville

Zachary Trent
Bulls Gap

Elizabeth Worley
Pulaski

UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AT KNOXVILLE
Neil Slone
Manchester

TENNESSEE
TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY

Ella McLarens

Ella Pollock

Moss

Taft

TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY
C80 M92 Y0 K0 (purple)

Kallie Hale

Madison Jones

Aaron Lay

Crossville

Cookeville

Madisonville

Ashley Mitchell
Philadelphia

Abbigail Miller
Crossville

John Travis
Turner
Covington

Information and how to apply:
Tennessee Farmers Cooperative proudly salutes recipients of the 2020-21 Co-op
Scholarships.
These young people represent the best and the brightest in the future of Tennessee
agriculture, and many of the recipients are already making valuable contributions to
our cooperative system as employees of local Co-ops and even as full-time farmers.
TFC offers scholarships — each worth $2,000 — to qualified agriculture students at
six state universities: UT Knoxville, UT Martin, Tennessee Technological University,
Middle Tennessee State University, Tennessee State University, and
Austin Peay State University.
Applicants must be from families of Co-op members and satisfy the requirements
established by TFC’s scholarship committee. For more information, call
Education & Training Specialist Scott Bohanon at 615-793-8502 or email him
at sbohanon@ourcoop.com.
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Date for Pick TN Conference announced
Now’s the time to pre-register for the Pick TN Conference on
Feb. 17 - 19 at the Cool Springs Marriott in Franklin.
The 2022 conference agenda is back and better than ever. This
three-day conference will offer more than 90 educational classes,
an agriculture industry trade show, and networking opportunities
with farmers, retailers, diversified farm operators, and industry
experts.

The Pick TN Conference was created in 2016 by several state
production associations to provide networking and educational
opportunities for their members and other interested Tennessee
farmers. Backed by the Tennessee Department of Agriculture and
UT’s Center for Profitable Agriculture, the conference is produced
each year as a joint venture by TN Agritourism Association, TN
Organic Growers Association, TN Flower Growers Association, TN
Farm Winegrowers Association, TN Fruit and Vegetable Association, TN Farmers Market Association, TN Beekeepers Association,
and TN Christmas Tree Growers Association.
For registration and event schedule information, visit www.PickTNConference.com.

The three-day Pick Tennessee Conference will offer more than 90 educational classes
on topics that affect a wide variety of producers and agritourism operations.
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Adolphus, Kentucky, farmer and grazing consultant Greg Brann, left, inspects his forage stand with Greg Aston, southern seed representative for Allied Seed. Brann, a longtime
Natural Resources Conservation Service grazing specialist for the state of Tennessee, says pastures containing bare spots like the one here are perfect candidates for frostseeding, preferably in February.

Sow cold

Grazing consultant Greg Brann relies on late-winter frost-seeding
as a reliable and affordable alternative to mechanical methods
By Mark E. Johnson

E

ven with all the technological advances of 21st century agriculture,
sometimes the best practices involve
simply letting Mother Nature do most of
the work.
Such is the case with frost-seeding.
This method of pasture management is
one of the most effective and cost-efficient
ways to improve hay and forage quality
and, ultimately, realize more livestock
gains, especially in multi-species grazing.
Greg Brann’s 800-acre Adolphus, Kentucky, farm is a prime example.
Not only does Brann graze around 150
beef cattle, but also 125 hair sheep, 40
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wool sheep, and around 20 goats. A flock
of chickens even browses across Brann’s
fields. Some 250 acres are devoted to
pasture, and each is carefully studied and
managed by Brann.
That should come as no surprise. When
he’s not working his farm, Brann travels
across the U.S. as a grazing management
consultant, visiting with farmers and
speaking to agricultural groups.
“I’m a bit of a seed and pasture addict,”
admits Brann, whose resume also includes
23 years of a 40-year tenure with the
Natural Resources Conservation Service
as the Tennessee State Grazing Land Soil
Health Specialist. “Discussing pastures
and grazing is kind of my bag.”

One of Brann’s favorite subjects is that
of clover — why it’s good and how to establish it on pasture ground. He points out
that used in combination with tall fescue,
legumes like white and red clovers provide
a multitude of benefits to livestock producers, not the least of which is nitrogen
production.
“Clover essentially pulls nitrogen from
the air and stores it in root nodules,” explains Brann, a longtime customer of Allen
County Farm Service, Macon Trousdale
Farmers Co-op, and Wilson Farmers Coop. “As the roots rot, that nitrogen then
becomes available to any neighboring
species — like tall fescue — which reduces
the need to apply nitrogen fertilizer. Clover

Adolphus

LEFT: Brann is a nationally recognized expert in synergistic grazing and provides land management planning to farmers, ranchers, land preservation organizations, and public
land managers. RIGHT: The freezing and thawing cycle of soil in late winter creates heaving and cracking that is perfect for frost-seeding. When the soil thaws, it settles and covers
the small, round clover seed that has fallen into the crevices. Able to germinate at cool temperatures, the clover seed will be ready to grow as the weather gradually warms.

also provides high-quality protein for livestock, which can equate to additional gains
of more than a quarter pound per day in
comparison to similar pastures without
clover.”
There are several different methods for
getting clover seed into the ground, but
frost-seeding is one of Brann’s favorites.
“It’s easily the most cost-efficient way
to establish clover,” he says. “At the very
least, you can get by with a hand broadcaster, a bag of seed, and nothing else.”
The practice involves sowing both red
and white clover seed onto the designated
pasture ground during late winter — preferably February — when soil is in a freeze/
thaw cycle. Legumes are particularly
well-suited to the method because of their
rounded seeds and their ability to germinate at low temperatures, thus getting a
head start on spring.
"I like to sow when the ground is standing up in a honeycomb pattern,” Brann
says. “When it falls, the ground pulls that
seed in and covers it with soil. Then, when
temperatures finally rise and stabilize,
the clover seed is ready to take off. January seeding is a little risky because we’ve
recently had some warmups followed by
cold snaps that can damage new growth.
February is better.”
He adds that another good option is
when snow is on the ground and the appli-

cator can keep track of his or her progress
by referring to their tracks.
“One of the biggest benefits [to frost
seeding] is that you can be on the field in
any conditions,” Brann says. “With a seed
drill, for example, you don’t want to be out
there when it’s wet or you’ll compact your
soil. But you can frost-seed with a small
ATV outfitted with a Herd seeder or, like I
said, just a hand-held seeder.”
First steps begin with a soil test. Greg
Aston, southern seed representative for
Allied Seed and longtime advisor to Brann,
recommends pulling a soil test of the field
in question for several years during the
same month, to establish an “apples to
apples” comparison.
“For clovers, you want to adjust your soil
pH to achieve something close to a 6.5,”
Aston says. “In that range, your elements
become more available to the plant. They’re
available below that, but to a lesser degree.”
After soil fertility is addressed and
weather conditions are correct, Aston says
to allow the pasture to be grazed to around
3.5 inches.
“This is one of those times that you
want to pull it down to expose the soil,”
he says. “But you have to be careful; if
you take it down too low, you’ll stress
your grass to where it can’t recover, and
then you’ve defeated the whole purpose
of inter-seeding. Remember, you want the

legumes working together with the grasses
to create great forage.”
Brann adds that the optimal stand of
legumes should be 30 to 40 percent.
When the existing plant population is at
the right height and the weather cooperates,
use a seeder to broadcast 1-2 pounds of white
clover and 4-6 pounds of red clover per acre.
“It’ll usually be at least three to four
weeks before plants appear,” he says. “If it
stays cold, that could be even longer.”
After clover seedlings begin appearing,
Brann recommends allowing livestock to
graze the field.
“This will keep the competitive species in
check and allow light to reach the seedlings,
which is critical,” he says. “The cattle won’t
do much damage to the clover, and when
that plant comes up, it’s got to be able to use
that solar panel to get the energy it needs to
thrive. I’d then remove the animals until the
clover reaches close to six inches in height. At
that point, you can put the field back into the
regular rotation. Then, let the magic happen!”
For seed varieties, Aston recommends
Will Ladino clover [item #80291] and
FSG 401RC red clover [item #80300].
For soil testing and help with your pasture management plan, consult with the
agronomists at your local Co-op. For more
information about pasture management,
including resources on frost-seeding, visit
Greg Brann’s website at www.gregbrann.
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Nature In Focus

Bird-watching is a great pasttime in cooler months as birds can
be viewed from the comfort of warm homes. This northern cardinal pauses for a hearty snack at Sheryl Sellers' home in Maury
County. Stop by your local Co-op and ask the experts about
purchasing bird seed and feeders this winter so you can become
an avid bird watcher. — Photo by Claire Hill
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BE EF . IT 'S WH AT 'S FO R DI NN ER
TENNESSEE BEEF INDUSTRY COUNCIL 2021 UPDATE

WIL SON C OUNT Y T E NNE SS E E ST A TE F AI R
BEEF was the presenting sponsor for the
“Beef It’s What’s for Dinner” Ninja
Competition. Competitors ran qualifying runs
to make it into the final competition on the
last night of the fair. Lance Pekus, The
Cowboy Ninja and Beef Rancher from Idaho,
was our host ninja. Each night he shared how
he has used Beef as part of his training
regiment and showed the crowd his farm to
gym workout using equpiment found on the
farm. This event put beef in the spotlight and
shared positives message for our industry.

1 2 DA Y S OF BE E F S OCI A L ME DIA C A MPAI GN

With many people at home during the holidays of 2020, the
Tennessee Beef Council team took to social media for a 12-day
line-up of delicious beef recipes and educational videos.
Partnering with Tennessee bloggers, chefs, and cattle producers,
the Tennessee Beef Industry Council staff shared important
information about preparing and enjoying beef during the holiday
season. In addition to the video content, there was also a beef
roast + roasting pan/rack giveaway. Nearly 300 email addresses
were collected, and the videos received 8,000 views.

THE B EE F 3 00

BEEF took the Checkered Flag at the NASCAR Xfinity Series in Daytona. With an
affordable opportunity, the Federation of State Beef Councils sponsored the
Daytona Beef. It’s What’s For Dinner. 300. ESPN kicked off the day by
interviewing celebrity Chef Robert Hale and Beef Industry leaders about a
fantastic beef recipe and the Beef. It’s What’s For Dinner. 300. Coverage of the
race received significant media attention and was included in more than 850
traditional media stories, reaching a total of 1.9 billion people, via outlets like
Yahoo!, Finance, ESPN and USA Today. Driver Austin Cindric, in the number 22
Team Penske Ford took the checkered flag and celebrated with the Beef. It’s
What’s For Dinner. 300 trophy and cooler of Tomahawk steaks. “Nothing like a
beef dinner after a win at Daytona,” said Cindric. “Victory Lane has never tasted
better.”
January 2022
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RECIPES

30 January 2022

WHAT’S COOKIN’? --------------

A hot, hearty bowl of homemade soup is one of the most satisfying dishes on a cold
winter day. Warm up this month with a delicious bowl of soup from one of the recipes
submitted by our readers.
Recipe

of the month

Taco Soup
Villa Maxwell
Hilham
Ag1 Farmers Co-op
2 lbs. ground beef
1 small onion, chopped
2 (14.5 oz.) cans tomatoes,
chopped
1 (16 oz.) can pinto beans,
undrained
1 (15 oz.) can red kidney
beans, undrained
1 (15 oz.) can yellow
hominy, undrained
1 (4 oz.) can green chilies,
undrained
1½ cups water
1 (1.25 oz.) pkg. taco
seasoning mix
1 (4 oz.) pkg. ranch salad
dressing mix
¼ tsp. salt
½ tsp. black pepper
Cook ground beef and onion
until meat is brown. Drain. Add
remaining ingredients and cover.
Reduce heat and simmer for 1
hour, stirring occasionally. Makes
13 cups.

1 can cream of tomato
soup
Brown ground beef and drain.
Put all ingredients in a crock pot
and cook on low for approximately 2 hours.

Oyster Soup
Jean Jackson
West Point
Lawrence Farmers Co-op
2 stalks celery, chopped
10 to 12 green onions,
chopped
½ cup margarine
2 cans oysters, drained
1 qt. milk
1 can evaporated milk
3 to 4 tbsp. flour
Salt and pepper to taste
Dash of soy or
Worcestershire sauce
Melt butter in the pot you are
going to cook the soup in. Saute
onions and celery in margarine
over low heat until tender. Combine rest of ingredients and add
flour to thicken. If fresh oysters
are used, cook awhile longer.
Serves 4 to 6.

7 Can Soup
Peggy Stricklin
Savannah
First Farmers Co-op
1 lb. ground beef
1 (10 oz.) can Rotel
diced tomatoes
1 can stewed tomatoes
1 can chili with beans
1 can chili without beans
1 can Veg-all
1 can whole kernel corn

Country
Potato Soup
Charlene Kanagy
Guthrie, KY
Montgomery Farmers Co-op
6 cups diced potatoes
1 cup diced carrots
1 cup chopped onions
6 cups water
2 tbsp. chicken base

2 tsp. salt
½ tsp. pepper
2 cups sour cream
3 cups milk
6 tbsp. flour
2 tbsp. parsley flakes
1 lb. cubed ham
1 lb. Velveeta cheese
Cook potatoes, carrots, onions,
water, chicken base, salt, and
pepper in an 8 qt. kettle until vegetables are tender. Blend together
sour cream, milk, and flour and
gradually add to soup mixture.
Cook over low heat, stirring
constantly until thickened. Add
parsley flakes, ham, and Velveeta
cheese.

Cheesy
Ham & Vegetable
Chowder
Betty S. Farrar
Rutledge
Grainger Farmers Co-op
6 tbsp. margarine
1 cup finely chopped
onion
1
⁄3 cup flour
2 cans chicken broth
1 (16 oz.) jar cheese whiz
½ cup milk
¼ tsp. pepper
2 cups cubed potatoes
1 cup sliced carrots
½ cup chopped celery
1 cup chopped ham
Cook onion in margarine until
tender. Stir in flour to make a
paste and cook 2 minutes, stirring
to avoid browning. Mix in chicken
broth until smooth and let simmer for 5 minutes. Add cheese

whiz, milk, and pepper and stir
until thoroughly heated. Cook
together potatoes, carrots, and
celery. Add to cheese mixture with
chopped ham.

Lentil Soup
Cindy Lou Haun
Mosheim
Greene Farmers Co-op
2 tbsp. olive oil
1½ cups diced carrots
1½ cups diced onion
1½ tbsp. minced garlic
2 (32 oz.) cartons chicken
broth (or vegetable broth)
1 (14.5 oz.) can diced
tomatoes
1 cup dried (brown or
green) lentils, rinsed
Salt
Ground black pepper
2 or 3 cups packed
chopped kale or spinach
1 tbsp. lemon juice
Optional:
1tbsp. Italian seasoning
Heat olive oil in a large pot
over medium-high heat. Add
carrots and onions. Sauté 2
minutes then add garlic. Pour in
chicken broth (or vegetable broth)
and tomatoes. Add lentils, salt
and pepper to taste, and if using,
Italian seasoning. Bring to a boil
then reduce heat to medium-low.
Cover and simmer 35 minutes,
stirring occasionally. Add the kale
or spinach and simmer 10 minutes longer. Stir in lemon juice.
At this time, add 1 cup water to
thin as needed (as the soup rests
the lentils soak up more of the
broth). Serve warm with parmesan cheese if desired.

Recipes Using Ranch Dressing in March
If you're limiting your use of ranch dressing to a mere salad
topping, you are missing out! Whether you need to kick up the
craveability of your meals and snacks, or just want the next level of
awesomeness, ranch makes a perfect ingredient to pack a big flavor
punch in any recipe.
Ranch is known for contributing zesty herbs and spices to bring
bright flavors to your favorite foods. Send us your surprising ways
to cook with ranch dressing or dip mix. The person submitting the
recipe judged best will be named “Cook of the Month” for the
March issue of The Cooperator and receive $10. Others sending in

recipes chosen for publication will receive $5, and each winner will
also receive a special “What’s Cookin’?” certificate.
Monday, January 24, is the deadline for recipes
using ranch dressing.
Only recipes with complete, easy-to-follow instructions
will be considered. Send entries to: Recipes, The Cooperator,
P.O. Box 3003, LaVergne, TN 37086, or email them to afarley@
ourcoop.com. Include your name, address, telephone number, and
the Co-op with which you do business. Recipes that are selected
will also be published on our website at www.ourcoop.com.
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Our Country Churches

311th in a series to show where our rural Co-op friends worship

Westport Missionary Baptist Church
in Carroll County
Westport Missionary Baptist Church is situated near the rural
town of Huntingdon in Carroll County and is led by Bro. Elder
David Leslie. The church’s philosophical foundation is built on the
principle of being the “salt & light” of Jesus Christ. The members
of the congregation warmly invite those who are passing through
the area to visit one of their services to worship with them. Join
them every week for Sunday School at 10:00 a.m., Sunday
worship at 11:00 a.m., and Sunday evening worship at 6:00 p.m.
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FEATURE

EVERY FARMER HAS A STORY --------with the Littleton Family

A little bit of everything
Mason Hall’s Todd and Kristin Littleton have built a life
managing multiple enterprises
Story by Allison Farley
Photos by Mark E. Johnson

N

o strangers to hard work, Todd and
Kristin Littleton of Mason Hall row
crop around 4,000 acres, operate an
excavation business, own two pullet houses for
Tyson, and own a clothing boutique.
“I grew up farming alongside my dad, Ricky,
and late grandfather, Riley, in Mason Hall,”
says Todd. “I knew that I wanted a career in
agriculture, so I attended the University of
Tennessee at Martin and graduated in 2005
with an agriculture business degree.”
Not long after Todd moved back home to
the farm, he and Kristin, from Elbridge, were
married and began their life together.
Today, Kristin works as a dental hygienist,
serves as the bookkeeper for the farming operations, and is the co-owner with her sister-inlaw, Emily Lowrance, of Stillwater Market, a
clothing boutique located in Kenton.
“She's been my backbone for more than 12
years and keeps the many aspects of our life
going,” says Todd. “I couldn't do it without her.”
The Littleton’s farm, which is operated by
Todd and his father Ricky, consists of around
4,000 acres of corn, wheat, and soybeans in
Gibson, Dyer, and Obion counties. Outside of
the farming operation, they also run Littleton
Dirt Works, an excavation service. Todd has
developed a great relationship with Gibson
Farmers Co-op, and he relies on the business
for the many supplies he needs for his excavation venture.
The Littleton’s 8-year-old daughter, Malone,
has become an avid horse enthusiast, which
has brought a different element to the farm
that they have never had before. Malone enjoys
pleasure-riding around the farm daily.
“I hope that I can instill in her what farming
taught me while I was growing up,” says Todd.
“Hard work doesn't hurt anybody, and we just
have to get up and do what we have to do to
make a living,”
Todd and Kristin are active members of
Bethpage Baptist Church, where they both
teach Sunday school and regularly participate in various church activities. Todd has
served on the Gibson County Farm Bureau
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Board since 2006 and currently holds the
position of chairman. He sits on the Gibson
County Farm Services Agency board and
has served on the Gibson County commission board as commissioner for District 16
for the past seven years. He is also on the
agriculture advisory board for the Gibson
County University of Tennessee Extension
service.
When Tyson announced the construction of the Humboldt Complex in 2018, the
Littletons thought the poultry industry was
worth serious consideration.
“When Tyson announced that they were
looking for growers, my wife and I just
thought and prayed about it,” Todd says.
“We decided we needed to try for the steady
income. We were going to be paid weekly,
and it's not tied to a commodity market or
dependent on anything out of our control,
like row cropping is.”
So, after much thought and prayer, Littleton
Barns was established in September 2019. The

two-house pullet farm was the second farm
built as part of the Tyson Humboldt complex.
Each 60 x 600 pullet house is equipped
with the latest technology in control systems
which assists the grower in maintaining an
optimal environment for pullet health and
development.
“At any given time, we are caring for
40,000 to 45,000 pullets in our two houses,” says Kristin. “We get the pullets when
they're a day old, and they leave the farm
when they're 21 weeks old. Then, they go to
the egg-laying houses from the barns, where
they begin egg production to raise broiler
chickens.”
After only three years of growing birds,
in the fall of 2021, the Littleton family was
named the Tennessee Poultry Association’s
Farm Family of the Year.
“Being recognized for your hard work is
nice. But I'm helping feed people, and at the
end of the day, that's what it's all about,” says
Todd.

The Littleton Family, Todd, Kristin, and Malone, has been running Littleton Dirt Works since 2010, where they do earth
excavation, built water control structures, and ponds. Todd works hand in hand with Gibson Farmers Co-op for pipe
and supplies to complete his jobs in the northern west Tennessee area.

Kenton

“At the end of the day it's about being able to look out across the field that I've
worked all year to plant, fertilize, and protect and be able to harvest it. That's
what makes it worth it to me.” — Todd Littleton
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Sent to you compliments of:
Tennessee Farmers Cooperative
180 Old Nashville Hwy. (PO Box 3003)
LaVergne, TN 37086-1983

Visit our official website at ourcoop.com
Follow us on

